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TYPICAL STATEMENTS MAD* BY, RESIDENT t$0 1142.S.

IN TEA CAN:ING NEIG4BORBOOD

r
t-

. - f

Resident A

"I see the present changes as a part of an expanded-inner city. We
WPTP once coniideritd_a_subairb-zuld =sr were far the niter Li "

-

"The practical end is a commercial area. Of course, if it were in
'the bounds of practical possibility, I'd like to see it atayeas a cam=
plete neighborhood -frith residences. But, it isn't in the cards.. Were

...toO'closely a pert of the inner city. Change like this happens in every
city, and I can't see us here as an exception to the general.ruls."

.1

'Reilsient B

,r

4 4
.44

"*The diatirbinq thing about,this neighborhood is ihat it's dan%er-
- OuS,to step out at night alone. That's the - greatest Change touching

my life." .

'r

" "I.14 nevef forget bow I felt the firpt)time I saw the square metal
- 4

,buildivg going up.., 'tsee photO.of Alabaiiia Garage:? That spot Mould have
maAefa winderfal apartment site, which i how we wanted to tee Alabaik
Street'chinge> ,Ige weretiqually.dtstUrbsOdth a testaurantright behind

,415,.... welt knew Alafsamit Street would change, but'we hoped f0-apartment
h011ses rather than,businesgeS. -: - ....__':- ..

' .-1-s t.eillid14 hXe-i0 ei'Aporg'faatilierwith Children buy.into this neighbor-
flood.: I'd like 'to Sei,:itt-remain%seidential."

i
... , .

Resident C . , S
a .

: . . ' : , '
bock"We're extiemply unhappy about what is happening in btr b and

in surrounding blocks! Real estate men bui, up property With an eye to
the future. Then they:rent to anyone anO:neglect the prolaArty., This
is not right to usl It, doesn't make for pleasant.living conditions."

, .

= "I know'one family that didn't, wants sell. Thep had a very nice
home, but the place'next dOor became a'tdump'. They finally sold out of
desperaiio" . --. . ,

.
., ,

.

'. "We went to stay heti the resit of our, lives. This is home! We
likg.it here.' We like being near downtown, the library, the, art museumA
and the bus line." r

. A .
, ..

.''
..

, ,.* . 12esidOnt D
f "' .

,,, :1 .. r -
s 4 ... C..

. .. ..--
. % ..,,,, "The restaurant on Alabama 'street (see photo) shouldn't 44' in this.

', area.

4

They've.nsver given uS t?omuch.troubll,but'this neighbOrhood'
is aplace for Eames. Instead of the restaurant; we would halle each
preferred an antique shop." ..

%
,

. %

9'
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. ,

7 'I'd rather have high rises and clinics thap booze joints', restaitt-
--arts, and stuff like that:* %

.

'I don't-;knowhyw we dan keep it residential,- We missed the boat
years ago when we didn't begin to take measures tt?keep 'undesirables'
out." fi

.

. .
"Perhapb it night 4 better '.o lit lihe.Uta?.e area go coMmercial...

The cost of .moderpizing all these older residences will-be too gies:.
It would be hard to get people to cooperate in a uniitormA rebuilding
venture." :

r.

r

Resident?

"1 believe city- governments should make efforts to_preserve areas.
-like this one. as residential neighborhoods. Tightef deed restrictions
or strict zoning should 64 implemented..,I ilate tb see this neighb-orlioad
become n hodgepodge of xetident-'businesses, zoomi64 hoUses, and 1114nir-

theaters, Ohich.is.whatit will becomi if some controls aren't estab-
lisAed."

rat

11.

. V.I.;

i.;Te

e I .1111

..-

Admit

, .
i , , . ' - ; .:-, -

.

Thisauto. repair garage replaged a la 44 home,
''
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National Council for Gecsraphic Education .

INSTRU ZONAL ACTIVITIES SERIES - A /E--2

-1

MOSCOW, BLUEPRINT FOR A CITY

THE ONLY REALLY PLANNED CITY IN THE WORLD!

by

Ben Vass
fcordinator of Geography, North York Board of Education

Toronto, Canada

Part A - Affords the group a very brief background to the
approach used in this sample urban unit. The S.E.S. series
suggests how we'can conceptualUe the 1arning experience,
individualize activities ,in order to/recognize 'student interests
and ebilitie and to identify the interdisciplinary nature of
geographic e cation.

Part B - One of the most important new developments, in all
societies, is the movement, into urban, areas. Cities and urban.
studies are becoming of very great interest to youngsters. The
city is.a speCial kind of region. Hopefully, the pupils will
learn tc apply the regional method to a study of Moscow and,
more importantly, develop an understanding of their own local
urban environment.

Sgveral activities and inquiries are included so that the
pupil will begin to understand the urban region.

Guide To The Teacher:
*Pr

The. Social and Envikonmental studies series is designed for a pro-:
gramof geographic education extending.each year" from gride 1 to grade 13.

The conceptual frameworks of understanding are used as a type of
.common denominator which provides,a continuum of,learning throughout the
pupil's entire schoOl experience. The numerator of the learning equation
cin very with the content, pupil interest, local area, teacher background
or any other variables. The conceptual schemes program, however, pro--
vides a clear set of behavioral objectivei which develop' and mature as
the student looks more analytically at man, his environment, and the

0\ societal matrix in which he lives.

.%
C4

There is nocore prajram,in the.Social and Environmental Studies
outline,which must be taught itany given grade. It is assumed that the
teacher will. relate' the new unit to the level of experience of the individ-

".) ual child and that this iundamental relationship must be achieved before

411
,any learning catitake place. .

.

,

6
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In this program we are recommending that the. pupil learn thecon-
ceptual frameworks of understanding, rather than any specific content,
in order to utilize them in ilew situations and new experiences. These
concepts will enable him to relate information globally, -communicate
graphically, to better understand the peoples of the world, interpret
and apply new information to pattern development, appreciate the inter-
dependence of man, intelligently make decisions about resource alloc-
ations for the future, develop a set of cultdral values, become aware of
international relationships and bettef understand the forces of change
which are shaping the, world of the-Year-2000. -.

If these indeed are our learning objectives in the field of Social
Studies, we must develop learning units which will advance the pupil,
step by step, toward these foals.

SOCIAL AND ENVII2ONMEN'I'AL STUDIES

The Regions of Man - Part 1

UNIT 2. MOSCOW, BLUEPRINT FOR A CITY

TABLE OF CONTENTS .

I

1. Unit Profile
2. Introduction
3. Investigation I - Moscow, Blueprint for a City
4. II - historic Decision
5. III -"The Moscow Region
6. IV - Living in Moscow Today

T.- Planning for the Future

.

'Introduction to the Urban Environment

The' purpose of this unit is to 'explore the concepts that deal with
the complex urban region. Moscow has been selected since it is
particularly noted for its urban planning and land.use control.
The major questions investigated in this unit include the following:

1. The future of our cities in the Year 2000.
2.* How can we prevent the urban sprawl of major cities into huge

concrete connurbations?
3. An examination of the morphology of a large city.
4. How-do people relate to the urban environment and how does

,it relate.to their everyday lives?

"Moscow, Blueprint for a City", is basically designed as a teacher-
oriented-unit with supportive audio-visual materials.

The unit is dividedint6 five investigations. Each of these sec-
tions develops a succeeding stdge of understanding from the general
idea to the particular, Once again the pupil is asked to relate
this understanding. to his own environment.

7
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In each of the investigations the pupils are given the opportunity.
to solve problems and develop their inquiry skills. A variety of
activities such as optional readings, photographic interpretation,
simulatidn games, and descriptive analysis are indluded in the unit.

InVestigation I focuses on the concept of the region. It provides real-
istic understanding of the different types of regions and the urban
region in particular.

Investigation II involves a study of th4 factors which comb to create

a major urban centre. These factors include both.:phys and
hdean considerations. ,Why is it that some places haV'e
fantastic populations and others have not?

Investigation III is a particular look at the Moscow region. Here we
see a sample study of one of the -world's largest cities. How is
it similar to our own area? How does it contrast with our area?

Investigation IV is concerned with the way of life in Moscow today, It

begins to look at the human reaction to_the environment and to the
political system which prevails: _Haw does the life style of the..
average Muscovite compare with our own?

Investigation Wpresents students with a value problem. What type of
city would we want It() live in, if we could design it for the future?

How can we benefit from the study of-some of the other cities which
make up our global village?

In answering questions like these,Nthe pupil begins to see some'of
the problems and prospects which relate to his own area: He ought
to better understand the problems of the city and the need for par-
ticipation in the planning process.

'ACTIVITY 1 - WHAT IS A REGION?
This investigation is an introduction to the basic idesa df regional-
ism. It should help pupils to understand how environmental data'
can be'organized into regional patterns. These patterns will then
enable the pupil to examine the complex -world community in a more
intelligent manner.

1. Review the ideas given for th'e fifth conceptual framework in
the introduction.

2. You may wish to have the pupils play a game on the blackboar'd .

to, reinforce the simple pattern idea. .Pupils -can draw their
own X's and O's patterns_and-the other children can try to
recognize the figures drawn.

ACTIVITY i'

In this exercise the pupils are asked to mark their homes on a map
of the community. If possible obtain a large scale map from the
municipal, assessment office. These will provide an outline showing
every lot in the community.

8
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If this is not possible, draw a simple map of the school area
with the main streets Shown. -Assist pupils .to locate their
home areat.. f

2'' The lesults -of this. ac tivitymay be very' interesting to you
since they very often indicate sociological relationships
.among the students. Qccavionilly, yam will.discover a situ-
ation Whereby a pupil who lives. in an isolated location from
the rest ,of the class, may- be reluctant_to work well in" class

giotTs_

ACTIVITY 3

The region quiz map iS=a-simple problem study which will further
clarify the concept of regionalism to the students,' It is con-
tained in the audio-visual kit which provides a copy of the pic-
ture quiz for each student, You may wish -to collect the sheets,
after the pupils have completed the exercise, for future use.:,

1. Try to relate the idea of the different-kinds of regions to the
experience of the children involved. -Quite often their holiday
travel- experience will relate to different areas and they may
be encouraged to incorporate this environmental experience into
the class discussion -of the kinds of regions.

2. tine this is a teacher-oriented unit, it is hoped that you
might be ableto share some of your travel experiences with
the children. Slides of different places and ways of'life
will help the pupils become more aware of the regional concept.

3. Parts of the City Region.
=

Encourage the pupils to fully discuss thisidea. Many of the'
students,do not have a basic understanding of where they live
in relationship to their urban region. Hopefully, they will
become.More analytical of and interested in their_immediate
environment.

ACTIVITY 4 °

This investigation is designed to provide the pupils*th a concrete:
basis for understanding their environment, and the application of
regionalism to the world's cities.

1. You may wish to include a field trip ofyour immediate 'city
regibn with this activity, It would provide-the pupils-with
the experience necessary:to really understand their urban
environment. Be sure to take photographs and notes of each of

"the three sections.

2.' The pupils may like to build a hulletin.'board display Which
shows the three main urban areas..
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3. Always restrict the scope of your field activity to two or
three spedific sample areas. Do not attempt to cover the
whole city.

icTrithy 6 - THE CITY QUIZ

Do not.be too surprised if the pupils cannot identify the cities!
The purpose of the activity is to illustrate to the pupils the
fact that urban areas ate becoming larger, more alike and that
they share-the-same-problems7

1. You may Wish to have the pupils participate in teams in ordek
to discuss theiobservations of the city photographs and the
_questions on them.

2. The class as.a whole should discuss the various answers and
students should be encouraged to defend their splutions.

INVESTIGATION-2 - HISTORIC DECISION

The human factor has always been very important in the development
of cities. This investigation provides activities which will help
the pupils to understand the role that man he played in the evolv-
ing urban environment.

Historical decisions have been responsible for the establishment of
many communities. Whether they grew to become major cities or dis-
appeared as ghost towns depended on a complex pattern of unrelated
decisions and circumstances.

ACTIVITY'S - 'HISTORIC DECISIONS

Note that this activity is a prereguiiite for the simulation game
in Activity 9. All of'the pupils should listen to the record or
a tape made from the ,record:

_ 1. The ideas presented should be selected and interpreted by the
students. One method is to prepare cards which outline some
of the'key factors.

2. The pupils Should begin to realize the diffeient types of in-
formation which they are selecting. Interdisciplinary Ideas
such as political reasons, economic factors, etc., should be
discussed with the class.

'ACTIVITY 9 - SIMULATION GAME i,

The main factor to keep in mind, for a role-playing simulation
game is the idea that the pupils must do their own thing. Allow
lohem to speak freely and interpret' the clues as they understand

them. r

It becomes a useful exercise for the teacher, to carefully.ob erve
theolevel of understanding, depth of percePtion, and the ability of

10
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each-child On a continuing basis.

1. Reatange the seats,in the classroom to resemble a, courtroom
for the public meeting. a

2. The lawyer teams may wish to have a planning 'session. These
can be held in the hallway if seminar rooms are not available.

ACTIVITY 13 - THE MOSCOW REGION

This photograph interpietation,study is designed to prokride a

sample'method of investlgating the local home-area of, the pupil.
The Moscow photographs are a specific sample of the urban centre'
of a.major city.

?.

The comparison with the pupil'schame town will help to fociAxs his
ideas.and interpretation of his own environment.

Activity 15 provides another item which can be used as part of the
continuing evaluation of the individutl pupil's progress.

ACTIVITY 14 - URBAN STUDIES EXERCISE

1. It may be useful to have pupils begin this newspaper photo
,L1 collection at the beginning of t nit.

. .

2. Have the pupils relate oth r photographs of their area with
those -contained in the entire unit. The similaritiel and
differences will depend largely on your own location! Have
the_pupils discuss this idea.

Discussion, evaluation:andinterpretation are a mpjov,part of
this,aativity. Be sure_that the students have thought thoroughly
about' tht ideas-and clues. suggested by the photographs.

INVESTIGATION 4 LIVING IN MOSCOW TODAY

This investigation provides an excellent opportunity to introduce
the whole idea of propaganda. Do the children belieVe.everything
they read? How dg you determine what is'the average and what is
the exception? \Do we have problems of propaganda in Canada?

Also included in this investigation is the human dimension, .of the
way of life in Moicow. *Cities are not composed of merely buildings,
roads, and parks, theY are concerned mainlwith people.'

The familiar items and comparisons-in this section should help th
Canadian pupil to better understand the viewpoint of the Soviet

. citizen.

ACTIVITY 16 - MOSCOW TODAY

1. The interview' -type information contained in this activity
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. ...A.

providethe basig forEeseminar disbussiohs. *Divide the class

into'groups of 5-6 pupils. Each group will examine the 23
topics and decide on their comments or repOrts to the class.,

2. This an unstructured activity and the pupils, themselves,i
must decide on the significance of the ideas presinted. '

3. Be sure,that the seminar or discussion groups make use of the
photographs in this entire unit.

-

INVESTIGATION 5 - PLMNING FOR THE:FUTURE

The concept of urban planning is as ancient as, the first cities.
However, the modern!, complex, industrial society.hae created a
chaotic, polluted, crowded megalopolis. Somewhere between the
Roman design, Old the present congestion, the effectivenesi of
urban planning has been neutralized.

Planning must be an exercise in participatory denlcracyl

The public, somehow, must -become familiar with the basic needs of
a community.

Hopefully, this investigation will begin to kindle alpark of
interest in the young student mind,' so that he will 'begin to

observe and to learn.

His local environment is his, laboratory and the future of our cities
is his responsibility.

ACTIVITY 21 - DISCOVERING YOUR PLAN

This activity attempts to maximize the use of the pupil's own
local environment. Hopefully, the ideag of 'urban studies which
the child sees. for himself will be more meaningful than merely
talking about urban planning in the abstract.

It is important that each pupil think about his home environment,
so tbat he will see.and understand what he looks at every day.

;
1. At this grade level there is no attempt to introduce the proper

terms for lgnd'classification. It is sufficient that the pupil
recognize the six simple categories suggested.

2. The game of "monopoly" may be introduced to suggest ple idea of
land use, ownership and the economic factorkot land values,, etc.

ACTIVITY - BLUEPRINT FOR A CITY

This is an activity whichqwill,summarize and apply th concepts
introduced in this unit.

1. In many cases; it is helpful for the teacher, to assist the class



as a.whole to'construct a basic pattern of their present comr-
mmnity. With this common core the groups can then eliminate
the things which they do not like in their community.and make
their own suggestions regarding a futuristic design.

2. -it is important that the'pupils have*an opportunity to exercise
their imagination and creative thinking.

3. Be sure that all of the necessary services are included in the
plans so that it can be regarded realistically, even though
the economics may be currently impractical.

4. Have each group prepare a brief oral presentation to explain
the features of their design.

I
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